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your monthly exploration of new music 


10 Bites 

Roger Turner Drum dialogues Rob Ellis New forms oi beauty Bill Wells Dream theorist 
Beta Bodega Coalition Miami (politically) sound machine 

18 HIM 

Led by ex-June Of 44 percussionist and drummer Doug Scharin, Chicago's HIM are reconfiguring math- 
and altrock’s equations as a startling, fluid new rhythmic chemistry. By Mike Barnes 

22 Christian Wolff 

The last surviving composer of John Cage's 'New York School' has explored the radical implications of 
silence, indeterminacy and improvisation with Cornelius Cardew, AMM and Sonic Youth. By Andy Hamilton 

28 Zakir Hussain 

In Shakti, the West Coast based percussion virtuoso established the tabla as a frontline solo instrument Now 
he's conducting East-West summits with Mickey Hart, Talvin Singh, Bill Laswell and more. By Richard Henderson 

34 The Primer: British folk 

A user's guide to the contradictions of British folk in an age when archivists threatened ‘the tradition' 
extended by Incredible String Band, Shirley Collins, Fairport Convention and more. By Ed Baxter 

40 Invisible Jukebox: Otomo Yoshihide 

The Japanese turntablist and jazz kissa connoisseur tnes to identify tracks by Derek Bailey, Boredoms, Bob 


reviews 

44 Soundcheck December’s selected albums, including new releases from Steve Arguelles, Big Youth, Don 
Byron, John Cage & Kenneth Patchen, Chicks On Speed, Coil, Die Trip Computer Die, Brian Eno, The Fall, Milford 
Graves, Lou Harrison, PJ Harvey, Thomas Lehn & Marcus Schmickler, Chris Morris, Sainkho Namtchylak, Luigi 
Nono, Evan Parker & Keith Rowe, Pimmon, Matthew Shipp, Iannis Xenakis, John Zorn, zovietfrance: and more 
68 Print Run New music books- The holy Grail's Mystery Tram 25 years down the line; Ex-Kraftwerk dummy 
Wolfgang Flur metamorphoses into Mr Pooter; The covert war against rock; Yet another reggae history 
Multimedia Brit ;f ex erimental music films showcased in Video Vibe 
76 On Location Going live The W/re's adventures in Japan with Talvin Singh, Paul Schutze & Simon 
Hopkins, and Philip Jeck; Derek Bailey pitches into Jon Tye and Richard Thomas at Hub #3; Lunching naked with 
Ornette Coleman in Belfast; New York's underground electronica SINfest 


4 Editor’s Idea 6 Letters 14 Bitstream News from music's outer limits 16 Global Ear 

Dismantling the Dunedin sound 62 Charts 72 Label Directory 80 Out There December's 
selected festivals, happenings, live events, clubs and radio 88 Back Issues 89 Subscribe ar d get 
FREE CDs or FREE zir < Epiphanies ■ Tony Wii it time ended Adrian 

Shaughnessy's schooldays 
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unlimited I 


Get 100 Free MP3s From EMusic! 

Browse EMusics’ catalog of over 130,000 MP3s 

www.emusic.com 


New releases and classics at vour ungertips 
Discover thousands of albums lhal you've always wanted to listen lo before buying a CD 
Dnlimited access to the entire catalog for less than the price of one CD 
Get your music immediately- no waiting for shipping or restocking 
Artists and labels get paid 
Fast-Simple-Reliable 
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Drumming in tongues 
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A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month. .. 









monika enterprise berlin 


World Serpent 

>n Saturday December the Second at THE UNDERWORLD 

Sol Invictus 
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world serpent distribution 
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Doug Scharin’s masterful polyrhythms provide the pulsirlgEacfcbone for < _ _ 

Codeine and Out In Worship, as well as his own outfit HIM. Mike Barnes hears why the 
Chicago drummer’s equatorial rhythms soundequally at home on post-rock slowcore and 
U|ban slugHop labels. Photos: Simon Leigh"j||p 
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Zakir Hussain's tablas have spearheaded World Music’s journey into jazz, 
fusion and electronics. In California, the master tabliya talks about his role with John 
McLaughlin in Shakti, and his recent collaborations with Pharoah Sanders, Bill Laswell 
and TMvin Singh. Words: Richard Henderson. Photos: Roger Spooner 

















the primer 


A bi-monthly series in which we offer a user’s guide to the work of some of our favourite 
musics, Arguing that the oral tradition of British folk music was destroyed by archivists in the 
act of preserving it, in place of records Ed Baxter traces the tradition's survival in the inflections 
and idiosyncrasies of great folk and folk rock performers. Illustration: Savage Pencil 
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your music as you like. 
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the boomerang 

Ben Watson revisits some lost tablets of free Improv in Atavistic’s Unheard Music Series 















soundcheck 







0082 0073 0070 
0070 0040 0000 
0000 0000 0087 
0065 0086 0069 
0102 0109 0116 
0032 0018 0000 
0000 0000 0001 
0000 0001 0000 
0068 0172 0000 
0000 0136 0088 
0001 0000 0002 
0000 0016 0000 
0000 0000 0100 
0097 0116 0097 
0002 0000 0000 
0000 0255 0127 


The numbers here are the ASCII 
codes for a .Wav file of PCM data @ 
44.100khz mono which represents the 
shortest length PCM data file possible 
at this sample rate -1 two byte integer 
■ in this case set to +32767 . To play 



(The piece lasts 1/44100 of a second) 


Still Life #6 (BOP) 
JLIAT www.jliat.demon.co.uk email 
info@jliat.demon.co.uk 
edition... 
fenton@stonehenge.ohr.gatech.edu 


Other works in the series distributed by 
Anomalous Records P.O. Box 22196, 
Seattle, WA 98122-0195, USA tel: 
(206) 328-9339 fax: (206) 328-9408 
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in brief global 

Reviewed by Richard Henderson 
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Hat Hut Records Ltd. Therwil ■ Box 521 • 4020 Basel/Switzerland • www.hathut.com 
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U/inTBRFESTIVAL2000 
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DJinTER CQflCERT 


CHRI5TmA5 KREE5 UP 


OJs: London Glektrlcitu (Hospital 
Recordings], PquI Tnomas, 

Andy Greenmon, Pete Lauurence, 
A3, legendary Oesse Belle 

@ 93 FEET EAST 


total immERsion 2 : 
BIG CHILL ClflEfTlA/AV 


djs: Pete Lourrence, Sounds from tm 
Ground, KlnoDe, Dluerslty or ute, A3, 
Steue nickolls, Hlllegondo 


g chill info line 020 7503 9700 ' 

fo@blgchlll.net LULuuj.blgchill.net ! 


















December's selected festivals, live events, clubs and broadcasts 
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The Wire Magazine and The Cube Cinema present 
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UK tour 

december 2000 
. 12 Bar clvib, LONDON | 03 Dec 
! Royal Park, LEEDS | 06 Dec 
! 13th 


SSS.I.StJS,, 


BARTOK 


ki fe 























































































































out there 
























































































































































Subscribing to The Wire is the best way to make sure you receive regular copies of the world’s most 
eclectic and free-thinking music zine. And if you take out a new subscription this month, we will send you 
a whole bunch of exclusive freebies, beginning with,.. 

Brain In The Wire Vol 1 

The latest in our series of CDs which are given away to all Wire subscribers 
worldwide is an exclusive 15 track cornucopia of new music compiled specially 
for The Wire by Brainwashed, the US online organisation which hosts Webstes 
for a raft of underground music makers. The CD features new material from an 
array of Brainwashed artists, including Twilight Circus Dub Sound System, 

Fridge, Panacea & DJ Scud, Aranos & Nurse With Wound, Jessica Bailiff, Little 
Annie, Windy & Carl, Current Ninety Three and more. If you take out a new 
subscription to The Wire this month, we will send you a free copy of the CD, 
plus, we will also send all new subscribers copies of The Wire Tapper Vols 1-S 
or The Wire Tapper Special Edition double CD or credit them with three free 
issues — you choose which option suits you. See the boxes below for details 




Subscribe online at www.thewire.co.uk 

Tel +44 (0)20 2734 355S Fax +44 (0)20 2287 4267 
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